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aren’t many, who can’t point to at least one
and sometimes a lot more teachers that had
a profound impact on his or her life. I know
that is certainly true of me. I carried on a cor-
respondence with my sixth-grade teacher until
the day she died at the age of 90; she wrote
me a week before she died. I have kept up
with many of my teachers from elementary and
high school and college all my life, because I
know that I wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for
them.

And I’m so glad that our Teacher of the Year
not only brought her own fine children who
are a pretty good monument to her teaching—
Sarah and Christie and Mark—but also five of
her students, because they really represent the
ultimate success of all of your endeavors.

I want to thank, again, Mary Beth Blegen
and all of you for devoting your lives to teach-
ing. Mary Beth has taught humanities, history,
writing, and English for more than 30 years
at Minnesota’s Worthington High School. When
she was first hired, it was a violation of the
child labor laws.

Mary Beth Blegen. Right. Thank you. Thank
you very much. Oh, you are such a good man.

The President. She has seen many of the
changes that all of us have witnessed in America.
Worthington has evolved from a mostly white
and rural middle class community into one that
is more economically and ethnically diverse. It
is a community that has seen a shift in jobs
from primarily agricultural jobs to factory jobs
and other supporting jobs.

Her greatest achievement has been her ability
to help her students understand the complex

relationships that exist in our changing world.
And I might say that that may be the toughest
thing we all have to do. We have to figure
out how to meet the challenges tomorrow while
preserving our basic values. We have to under-
stand that for every complicated problem there
is normally a simple, appealing answer that is
wrong. That does not mean that our values can’t
be simple, straightforward, and unbending, but
it does mean we have to understand these kind
of complex relationships that she has done such
a marvelous job of explaining to her students.

She is the embodiment of the all-American
teacher, a hard-working, dedicated, caring per-
son, always working to do better. Her approach
to teaching, they tell me, is just as fresh and
enthusiastic today as it was 30 years ago. I think
anyone who can do that and avoid burnout and,
instead, keep burning on deserves an award for
that, if nothing else. And she’s done it while
raising these three fine children of her own,
one of whom has followed in her footsteps as
a teacher.

Mary Beth likes to say, good teaching changes
lives. She has changed countless lives in 30 years
of teaching, and I am proud that she is here
as a symbol of all the good that America’s teach-
ers do every day all across America.

[At this point, Ms. Blegen, National Teacher of
the Year, made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you very much. We’re
adjourned.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Message to the Congress Reporting on Narcotics Traffickers Centered in
Colombia
April 23, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the devel-

opments concerning the national emergency
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia that was declared in Exec-
utive Order No. 12978 of October 21, 1995.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

1. On October 21, 1995, I signed Executive
Order No. 12978, ‘‘Blocking Assets and Prohib-
iting Transactions with Significant Narcotics
Traffickers’’ (the ‘‘Order’’) (60 Fed. Reg. 54579,
October 24, 1995). The Order blocks all prop-
erty subject to U.S. jurisdiction in which there
is any interest of four significant foreign nar-
cotics
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traffickers who are principals in the so-called
Cali drug cartel centered in Colombia. They are
listed in the annex to the Order. In addition,
the Order blocks the property and interests in
property of foreign persons determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Attorney General and the Secretary of State,
(a) to play a significant role in international nar-
cotics trafficking centered in Colombia or (b)
to materially assist in or provide financial or
technological support for, or goods or services
in support of, the narcotics trafficking activities
of persons designated in or pursuant to the
Order. In addition the Order blocks all property
and interests in property subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion of persons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury in consultation with the Attorney
General and the Secretary of State, to be owned
or controlled by, or to act for or on behalf
of, persons designated in or pursuant to the
Order (collectively ‘‘Specially Designated Nar-
cotics Traffickers’’ or ‘‘SDNTs’’).

The Order further prohibits any transaction
or dealing by a United States person or within
the United States in property or interests in
property of SDNTs, and any transaction that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate, the prohibi-
tions contained in the Order.

Designations of foreign persons blocked pur-
suant to the Order are effective upon the date
of determination by the Director of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (FAC) acting under authority delegated
by the Secretary of the Treasury. Public notice
of blocking is effective upon the date of filing
with the Federal Register, or upon prior actual
notice.

2. On October 24, 1995, the Department of
the Treasury issued a notice containing 76 addi-
tional names of persons determined to meet the
criteria set forth in Executive Order No. 12978
(60 Fed. Reg. 54582–84, October 24, 1995). A
copy of the notice is attached to this report.

The Department of the Treasury issued an-
other notice adding the names of one additional
entity and three additional individuals, as well
as expanded information regarding addresses
and pseudonyms, to the List of SDNTs on No-
vember 29, 1995 (60 Fed. Reg. 61288–89). A
copy of the notice is attached to this report.

3. On March 8, 1996, FAC published a notice
in the Federal Register adding the names of
138 additional individuals and 60 entities des-

ignated pursuant to the Order, and revising in-
formation for 8 individuals on the list of blocked
persons contained in the notices published on
November 29, 1995, and October 24, 1995 (61
Fed. Reg. 9523–28). A copy of the notice is
attached to this report. The FAC, in coordina-
tion with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of State, is continuing to expand the list
of Specially Designated Narcotics Traffickers, in-
cluding both organizations and individuals, as
additional information is developed.

4. On October 22, 1995, FAC disseminated
details of this program to the financial, securi-
ties, and international trade communities by
both electronic and conventional media. This in-
formation was updated on November 29, 1995,
and again on March 5, 1996. In addition to
bulletins to banking institutions via the Federal
Reserve System and the Clearing House Inter-
bank Payments Systems (CHIPS), individual no-
tices were provided to all State and Federal
regulatory agencies, automated clearing houses,
and State and independent banking associations
across the country. The FAC contacted all major
securities industry associations and regulators,
posted electronic notices to 10 computer bul-
letin boards and 2 fax-on-demand services, and
provided the same material to the U.S. Embassy
in Bogota for distribution to U.S. companies op-
erating in Colombia.

5. There were no funds specifically appro-
priated to implement this program. The ex-
penses incurred by the Federal Government in
the 6-month period from October 21, 1995,
through April 20, 1996, that are directly attrib-
utable to the exercise of powers and authorities
conferred by the declaration of the national
emergency with respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers are estimated at approximately
$500,000 from previously appropriated funds.
Personnel costs were largely centered in the De-
partment of the Treasury (particularly in the
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the Office of
the General Counsel, and the U.S. Customs
Service), the Department of Justice, and the
Department of State.

6. Executive Order No. 12978 provides this
Administration with a new tool for combating
the actions of significant foreign narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia, and the unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm that they
cause in the United States and abroad. The
Order is designed to deny these traffickers the
benefit of any assets subject to the jurisdiction
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of the United States and to prevent United
States persons from engaging in any commercial
dealings with them, their front companies, and
their agents. Executive Order No. 12978 dem-
onstrates the U.S. commitment to end the
scourge that such traffickers have wrought upon
society in the United States and beyond.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most pivotal
country of all in terms of the world’s cocaine
trade—is extremely grave. I shall continue to

exercise the powers at my disposal to apply eco-
nomic sanctions against significant foreign nar-
cotics traffickers and their violent and corrupting
activities as long as these measures are appro-
priate, and will continue to report periodically
to the Congress on significant developments
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 23, 1996.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Ilyas Harawi of Lebanon and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 24, 1996

Lebanon

President Clinton. Let me begin by saying
I’m very pleased to have the President of Leb-
anon here today to discuss what we can do
to bring about an end to the present violence
and to establish conditions so that it will not
occur. I believe all Americans are profoundly
concerned and regret the loss of innocent civil-
ian life. And we support whatever can be done
to end the violence as quickly as possible. And
that’s what Secretary Christopher is working on
in the Middle East today.

Q. Mr. President, there’s a perception among
some that the United States is more interested
in the reelection of Shimon Peres than the
bloodshed in Lebanon. If that’s not true, why
is the United States so cool to the French peace
initiative in Lebanon?

President Clinton. Well, those two things have
nothing to do with one another. What the
United States is trying to do is to maintain a
coherent capacity to talk to both sides so that
we can move quickly as we did in 1993 when
we were able to move alone to reestablish cir-
cumstances that obtained until, frankly, right
after Sharm al-Sheikh when the violence started
again when the agreement of 1993 was broken.
And that’s what we’re trying to do. And we
don’t object to anybody trying to help achieve
that.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Do you think that Syria’s President Asad

snubbed Secretary Christopher yesterday by not
meeting with him?

President Clinton. I really don’t know. I
haven’t talked to him. I’m not sure that’s accu-
rate. But the main thing is they’re going to
meet; we’re going to talk; we’re going to keep
working. And I think we’ll eventually get this
worked out. But sooner is better than later. It
should have been done yesterday.

Lebanon
Q. Mr. President, there is also the perception

that you condemn violence against Israelis more
than you do the Lebanese in the south, and
you have not condemned the occupation of
southern Lebanon for so long. I mean, you
wouldn’t tolerate one inch of our territory being
occupied.

President Clinton. The United States supports
the United Nations resolution on this. We don’t
believe there should be any foreign troops in
Lebanon. I’d like to see Lebanon completely
sovereign and free and independent. And if
Lebanon were completely sovereign, free, and
independent, none of this would have happened.

The Lebanese people have been subjected to
all kinds of problems because of—frankly, be-
cause of the influence of outside forces in the
country. But our position has been consistent
that we think the only way to reestablish Leba-
nese sovereignty is to have a comprehensive res-
olution of the problems in the region. And no
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